"KO® FILES

FROM TI\IE KGE FILES

The birth of samizdat

-Thhﬂfmmhﬁﬂmﬁfaﬂtﬂﬂ:mﬂtm 22 and our
young people of cermain ideologically corrupting decumenn in the form of
political, eeonomic and philosophical evaye, bretary worke, open letters to
govemment, Parry, the judiciary or provecutor, and menvoin woitten by dhose
eluirning to be “victimy of the peronality cubt’. Thow who write and distribure
these texts eall them literatore outkide cenmomhip’ or pemizedar furlf-publishing].

These documents, presenbing certsin Guls in dee Comdnitait syiten i
though they were ibtnnue flaowi, tinrepresent the hotory of the Communist
Party of the Soviet Uidon and the Sovict state, ciibiig merares Baken by the
Party on the nationalities question snd on econnmec s culrend development,
nake propagands with opporminie theores on “inprovement’ n ocalhm in
the USSK, and end with demaands for the abolition of comonhlp and the
rehabilitagion of dhose who have been conderned for anti-Sovict sgitation.

In et cases, this mmizdar s 3 typed or hand-wnoco manuicript, passed
freem hand to hand and reproduced an photocopsen and duplicatmg e hines,
The diseribution af these works stract shady rypet and speoubitors whi make »
profit by s¢lling them and hobding on to the proceeds

The propagands disseminared in these samizda i concocted in the cotire of
all kinds af sewni-official divumons — at musical evenings, ot concers. in chabs
and even in the writens” unions, Many mch onpaniaGons sre bed by people wha
have given oo proal of their political soundnes.

Omne should note that the prepantion end dissribogon of theie wsnzdar nkes

_plare dominandy in Moscow, bor abo in Leningrad, Kiev, Odeiia, Movowibonk,
Garky, Puga, Minsk, Kharkov, Sverdlonik, Kangands, loono-5ikhalinsk,
Obninck and in other towns and regions. _

In Moscoaw, the preparation and dispbotion of these dandenows texts i3 done

. by individush well known for their antisocial scgvitior: Gogorcnko, Litvinoy,

Bogoraz-Brouxman, lakir. Grgorenko, io particolar, wrote and took to the

© pracsidium of the consultative mesting of representatves of Communise and

workers' partics in Budapest a letter mugreprewenting the ereation of a
Communist socety by the CPSL, Linvinov and Bogornz-Browoman prepared
and diseributed an “Appeal o world opinion® in which they aocmed the Soviet

Jjudicial mrem of violating the law, lakir, in colliborgion with oder writers, pa
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out an “Appeal to tien of lesming, colare aod the ar’ containing Gbrication
on the 'tevoeation of Staliste o ghe USSR,

Some of these sawizdn demand particular attention: the "philosaphieal
article "Reflections on progres, pesceful cocmtende and intelleotua] freedom’
by the academician Sakharov, the book by Medvedev, a revearcher at the
academny of pedagogical sciences, . the motes, ‘Letter to an upkpoown', by
[akoubovitch, o former Menahewik, now retired and living in Karaganda,., Theie
anti-3ovict and soti<social clements frequenthy send their "uncepiored”
docuiments 1o weitemn newspapers, nugatinc, radio stanon and emigration
cenirvd hoping that by meam of westem brosdemn into the LISSH, 1 ngnlfcant |
number of Sovier citirent will come vo know of thelr documenes and that
distribivsion will spread inaide the country.

The information conined in their weizder 5 largely vied by capitaline
intelligence organiiations and foreipn antr-Sovier grotps 1 ther campalgnd
agmirrt the USSHL, They sre presented by mmperiabnt wlealogue s 'prool of an
'sctive oppaiition” intide e LISSR., For inscance, mont recemly, imperialis
propigands has made pood ote of the ancle by Sakhacev and the work of
Solzhenitwyn... '

lraperiatist reactionanes conmder samisdar one of the ways in which they can
weak en socialist secicry within our country and grve the athon and destibutons
of thrse politically damaging documeos. sl posdble support, As a tesuly, the
print runs of books containing “secret Soviet iterature” have inereased.

liv addition o fonckmn publicacons snd brosdomn inw the country, there are
other chapnels theowgh which samuzrda o browght ioto the LTSS

Given thar the spresd of 3 politically imcomect hierature will affect the
education of Sonet citizens, in pamicabs o intellgentia and our youth, the
KGB are wking messures to suppres what the agthors and diseminaton of
samizdar huve done and limit the influence these “uncensared’ works have on the .
Sovick public, In 1968, the rajenty of thede mived up with samdzdar — in
writng as well a5 its diswriburion — were, with the help of sovial organisations,
subjected to preventative intervieos 3 & warning. Several who had made
premeditaced attacks on the Soviet sate and 5 socia] svtem were brought
befoae trburials. O

Y V Andropov, president of the KGB, 7 February 1969

From the Centee for the Presevvation of Centemporary Dooustestration Ceniral
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